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tion of Congressmen had, in the meantime, decided to
participate in the new legislatures. And though he had the
confidence of the majority party in the Congress, he let the
minority have its own way. The majority, under his direc-
tion, lent themselves to constructive work, the spread of
the charkha, the removal of the drink evil and untouchabili-
ty, and the organisation of the villages. The last activity,
in his hands, meant an intensive organisation of the masses
through an educative propaganda by devoted workers
trained in his methods and living in the midst of their
flock.

In 1927, when rain and flood devastated many parts of the
province, the organisation which he had so built up ably
assisted the Government in carrying relief to the distressed,
in 1928 it enforced the surrender of Government on a
question of land revenue by leading mass Satyagraha in the
Bardoli Taluka. The solid support given to this campaign
by the Gujaratis from all parts of the country, attested to
their organised strength. Bardoli involved a still greater
moral triumph. The solidarity, heroism and sacrifice of
eighty thousand souls was a unique phenomenon in Indian
history. Bardoli has been the Thermopylae of Satyagraha,
and has few parallels in the history of the world, ancient
or modern.

Bardoli gave the political weapons of Mahatma Gandhi
a fresh edge, and to political India a new message of hope.
In the Simon Commission, England gave him one more
chance to try the efficacy of the weapon. The Mahatma's
historic march to Dandi on the 12th March 1930 stirred
Gujarata to depths unknown before. His path was one
track of living flame across the province. A dazzling phe-
nomenon of a spontaneous outbreak of heroism followed.
The Gujaratis all over the world responded, and none so
energetically as those ia Bombay. Bombay justified its
boast of being urbs prima Indis, and for the moment
asnired to rank with cities which have changed the de>
times of nation. From everywhere the Gujaratis offered
at the altar of Satyagrah men, women and children, wealth
and lands, prospects and profits. In 1931 the Gandhi-Irwin
truce was signed and the Mabatma went to represent the